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The festive season is upon us and with 
it comes all sorts of excitements to take 
some time off to be with the family even 
going out on a vacation for others. This 
is a wonderful time of the year when we 
celebrate faith, family, and the tradition of 
giving gifts and sending greeting cards. 
During this season of giving, let us take 

time to slow down and enjoy the simple 
things. May this wonderful time of the year 
touch your heart in a special way, as the 
Editorial team we wish you an enjoyable 
period full of love and happy memories 
today and throughout the New Year.

Most recently the province and country 
woke up to the atrocious incident of the 
two farm owners who allegedly beat and 
tortured one of their farm dwellers before 
putting him in a coffin in Middleburg. 
We appreciate the sterling leadership 
of MEC Speedy Mashilo for taking time 
to intervene at the enraged community 
members and ensuring that the family is 
thoroughly supported after the torture. 

Sadly the incident happened a few 
weeks after the Department has been 
honoured at the National Govan Mbeki 
Awards for Best Farmworker delivery. 
The Department continued to reach out 
to the needy by providing decent houses 

to two impoverished households in 
Hlalanikahle Township, Emalahleni Local 
Municipality, during the 16 Days of Activism 
Against Women and Children Abuse. 

It was pleasing to see around this time all 
men and women joining hands to stand up 
against any form of abuse in the society and 
promoting a healthy and sound cohesion. 
We are very excited for the 500 Tekwane 
North residents who shall be spending 
their Christmas in their newly built houses. 

The beneficiaries earlier received their 
houses from MEC Mashilo and the City of 
Mbombela Executive Mayor, Cllr Sibusiso 
Mathonsi after they were completed from 
the Integrated Residential Development 
Programme (IRDP) which includes water, 
sanitation and roads infrastructure.

That’s it for now enjoy your happy read; 
Best Christmas Wishes

The Mpumalanga Department of Human Settlements 
has delivered a total of 15 237 housing opportunities 
during the 2015/16 financial year from the budget 
of R1.6 billion. These pronunciations were made 
by MEC Speedy Mashilo during the SABC radio 
interview on Tuesday, 06 September 2016.

During the previous year the Department has issued 
a total of 5 152 title deeds as an obligation of the 
Department to ensure that our people are given 
full property ownership. “Irrespective of having 
seen some imposing progress over the last few 
years, a lot still lie ahead to ensure that we fully 
embrace and deliver on our mandate,” explained 
Mashilo while maintaining that the Department will 
continue to deliver integrated human settlements in 
order to ensure that everyone is housed adequately 
and have their dignity restored as enshrined in the 
Constitution of the Republic. PERFECT LANDSCAPE: An ideal land portion used to develop the Tekwane South  integrated 

human settlements.
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The Department has prioritize servicing of 
sites in order to ensure that water, sanitation, 
electricity and access roads come first before 
top structures a move which is taking shape 
therefore yielding 5 990 sites delivered across 
the province. In line with the broadened 
mandate, the Department will endure to 
develop integrated sustainable projects 
referred to as Breaking New Ground (BNGs) 
situated at Mbombela, Umjindi, eMalahleni, 
Steve Tshwete, Victor Khanye, Govan Mbeki, 
and Lekwa Local Municipalities.The MEC also 
warned sternly against the illegal allocation 

of government low cost houses to people 
who do not deserve them and maintained 
that this should be checked thoroughly to 
bring an end to it. He said, “Houses have 
been built but given to wrong beneficiaries. 
Such negligence cannot be tolerated.’’ In his 
conclusion, Mashilo mentioned that human 
settlements is key in service delivery and 
while he was still at the local government level 
he was at the receiving end of these houses. 
“Today I am entrusted with the responsibility 
to deliver these houses to local municipalities. 
Therefore, we need to keep close working 

relations with local municipalities.” Mashilo 
gracefully commended that communities 
will continue to benefit handsomely through 
the delivery of 16 186 housing opportunities. 
This will be constituted by the construction of 
8 720 housing units and service 7 466 sites 
across the Province. A conscious position 
has been taken by the Department to allocate 
30 percent, 10 percent and 2 percent of the 
budget to women, youth and people with 
disabilities owned enterprises, respectively.  
 
 

DEPARTMENT COMMITTED TO INTEGRATING COMMUNITIES - SISULU

South Africa set trends in delivering 
integrated human settlements at the 
United Nations Habitat III conference in 
Quito, Ecuador which was held from 17-20 
October 2016. Habitat III is hosted by the 
United Nations every 20 years to secure a 
renewed global commitment to addressing 
housing and sustainable urbanization 
through the adoption of a forward-looking, 
action-orientated outcome agreement 
expected to be implemented by all member 
states including South Africa.

The country is able to proclaim that over 
the past 22 years since democracy it has 
been able to build 4.3 million houses and 
housed about 22 million people with basic 
services. Minister of Human Settlements 
Lindiwe Sisulu says government is on track 

with building integrated communities.“We 
are very much committed to integrating our 
communities, the basis is laid in our policy 
and evident in the work we do. It might take 
time but we are on track and the results 
which include COSMO City and Cornubia 
are there for everyone to see that integration 
is central in our work,” said Minister Sisulu 
during her brief to the Portfolio Committee 
on Human Settlements in the conference.

As part of implementing the New Urban 
Agenda, South Africa will over the next 
few years be expected to ensure that 
transformation is realized, among other 
things.The transformative commitments 
include sustainable urban development 
for social inclusion and ending poverty, 
sustainable and inclusive urban 

prosperity and opportunities for all, and 
environmentally sound and resilient urban 
development. Minister Sisulu said the 
department continues to work towards to 
reducing economic inequalities. “We are 
transforming the economy through Small, 
Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMMEs) 
development. For instance, our intervention 
in the Nelson Mandela Bay Metro; we have 
been paying our contractors within 14 days,” 
the Minister said.

Over the last few months the department 
has been paying over R16 million to the 
Nelson Mandela Bay Metro contractors 
on a weekly basis. The Minister informed 
portfolio committee members that 61% of 
South Africans now lived in urban areas.

PROUD ACHIEVEMENTS: Some of the transformations realised through the implementation of the New Urban Agenda.
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SLUMS POSE A PRESENT GROWING CHALLENGE

Informal settlements still continues to 
pose a challenging threat in many parts 
of the seemingly developing township 
due to the huge influx of people 
looking to improve their livelihoods. 
Over the past several months, South 
Africa was instrumental in bringing the 
issue of informal settlements into the 
discussions around Habitat III, which is 
this year’s major urbanization summit. 

Habitat III is shorthand for a major 
global summit, formally known as the 
United Nations Conference on Housing 
and Sustainable Urban Development 
that was held in Quito, Ecuador, on 17-
20 October 2016. The United Nations 
called the conference, the third in a 
series that began in 1976, to reinvigorate 
the global political commitment 
to the sustainable development 
of towns, cities and other human 
settlements, both rural and urban. 

The product of that reinvigoration, along 
with pledges and new obligations, is 
the New Urban Agenda, which sets 
global strategy around urbanization 

for the next two decades. Earlier this 
year the country hosted an official 
meeting on the issue that resulted in 
a key list of recommendations for the 
drafting of the New Urban Agenda, the 
global strategy that came out of the 
Habitat III conference this October. 
Touching on this issue, Minister of 
Human Settlements Ms Lindiwe 
Sisulu said, “What we wanted to do 

is actually bring this as close to the 
top of the agenda of UN-Habitat as is 
possible.” She mentioned this referring 
to the U. N. agency that is leading 
the Habitat III process. “If one out of 
every seven people in the world lives 
in slums, then it is a clear and present 
problem. And it’s not just a present 
problem: It’s a present, continuous 
problem,” highlighted Sisulu during the 
Habitat III meeting in Quito, Ecuador.  

While informal settlements have 
been on the international agenda 
for years, Habitat III is seen as 
an opportunity to incorporate best 
practice on human settlements and 

sustainable urban development into 
Africa’s urban trajectory. At the same 
time, the government is grappling with 
ways to create more inclusive cities 
in order to move beyond the legacy 
of apartheid-era spatial engineering. 
That strategy had long resulted in 
poor black South Africans living on 
the periphery of major cities, far 
removed from economic opportunities.

Between 2002 and 2014, the percentage 
of South Africa’s urban population living 
in informal settlements dropped from 
17 percent to 11 percent, according to 
Statistics South Africa. During that time, 
however, the percentage of households 
living in informal dwellings dipped only 
slightly. This was due to an increase 
in the numbers of “backyard dwellers” 
- those who have built shacks in the 
backyards of other people’s homes.

Government have delivered more 
than 4.3 million housing opportunities 
since the dawn of democracy this 
includes, houses, serviced sites and 
“social housing” units since 1994 – This 
allows approximately 22. Million people 
access to housing and basic services. 
“Structural economic transformation 
cannot be achieved without social and 
spatial transformation; this is most 
prominent in our country that is where 
we in the human settlements and 
urban development sector come in. 

“If we harness urbanization for the 
achievement of this economic, social and 
spatial transformation through the creation 
of livable, productive and sustainable human 
settlements, our key development objectives 
will have been met. Only then we will deliver 
sustainable human settlements achieve 
sustainable urbanization, and only then we 
will achieve the promise of the New Urban 
Agenda in our lifetime. Our commitment 
is unwavering,” concluded Sisulu.

AUTHORITY: Minister Ms Lindiwe Sisulu highlighting the challenge posed by slums in communities.
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The province’s endeavours to ensure the 
advancement of average communities 
received a much deserved recognition 
at this year’s National Govan Mbeki 
Awards held at Durban, KwaZulu-Natal. 
Lumfo Trading emerged as the best 
Farm Worker Assistance contractor in 
this year’s fiercely contested campaign. 
Competing with strong contenders from 
other provinces, the company clinched 
the accolade after it satisfied essential 
standards befitting for an ideal rural and 
farm residence category. The programme 
should have an uncontested land tenure 
rights/ tenure rights on the land portion/s 
allocated. It should use local labour and 
provide skills for development to the farm 
residents and must provide access to basic 
services within the reasonable distance.  

The awards are aimed at recognising 
key role players who have contributed 
substantially to government’s efforts of 
housing the needy within integrated and 
sustainable communities. They seek to 
honour all partners within the built industry 
in partnering with government to deliver 
proper human settlements as defined by 
the Department’s broaden mandate of 
delivering integrated sustainable human 
settlements. The awards were initiated 
by the forum of Minister and all Provincial 
MECs (MinMEC) in 2006. They present 
an opportunity to recognize efforts by 
showcasing excellent accomplishments 
within the human settlements value chain.
Company Director, Mr. Sydney Mazibuko 

who showed confidence at the very 
start commended the Department of 
Human Settlement’s belief in developing 
contractors to deliver services for the 
less fortunate. “I had a strong feeling that 
I will do my province proud and ensure 
that we take this one home”, he quipped. 

Being a rural province, Mpumalanga 
is pulling every stop to ensure the 
development of traditional areas through 
a number of programmes. “Once again, 
I have to thank the department and the 
officials who guided me and the company 
to achieve such an accomplishment”, 
concluded Mazibuko. Speaking on behalf 

of the provincial government, MEC 
Speed Mashilo heaped praises at all the 
participants on their gallant fight to challenge 
the best in the country. Said Mashilo, “We 
have to give credit to the government, 
service providers and all role players who 
ensured that we put our name on the map”. 

Over the past few years the Department 
has set flawless standards to reward 
stakeholder’s best practices and 
their exceptional efforts within the 
construction and development of human 
settlements. Another notable feat was 
Ngani Properties which secured second 
position under the Youth Category.

PROVINCE IS COUNTRY’S BEST IN FARMWORKER DELIVERY
“A feat achieved at the 2016 National GM Awards Ceremony”

ACHIEVEMENT: Mr Sydney Mazibuko of Lumfo Trading being interviewed by Ms Winnie Mashabela (Moutse 
FM) shortly after receiving an accolade.

ABUSE AND CRIME SUSCEPTIBLE TO FAMILIES RECEIVE HOUSES
“A delivery during the 16 Days of NO Violence Campaign”

Two vulnerable families are breathing 
a sigh of relief following the hand-over 
of fully furnished government houses 
at Soul Mkhize Village, Mkhondo 
Local Municipality during the launch of 
Provincial 16 Days of Activism Against 
Women and Children Abuse Campaign. 
After years of hardships staying in 
dilapidated structures used as houses, 
the beneficiaries became happy owners 
of decent houses when the provincial 
government through the Department 

of Human Settlements launched the 
campaign at the municipality at the 
weekend.  

The arrival of provincial leadership at 
both government and business, 56-
year old Ms Nompi Shongwe broke 
into tears as she was ushered into the 
newly built house. “It has been a long 
time staying in a shack and today I’m 
grateful of the government. People 
have been coming here promising 

to build me a house, but today that 
dream has come through”, whispered 
tearful Shongwe. She was born at the 
then Driefontein (now Mkhizeville) and 
currently staying with her five children. 
Three of the children are still school 
going and receive government’s child 
support grant.   

Another beneficiary of the 100 housing 
units project by Human Settlements 
is 28-year old Nomusa Gumbi who is 



                TaseKHAYA Official External Newsletter 6

STEVE TSHWETE 
HOUSING ASSOCIATION

“Providing well-allocated and affordable accommodation 
of a suitable standard to residents” 

looking after four siblings following the death of her mother 
in 2007. The four are still school going and were occupying 
a one-roomed dilapidated shack until the intervention by the 
department. The R12 million project which is expected to 
benefit 100 households is made possible through the Rural 
Residential Programme and will be completed by late this 
year. The province has made a good name for itself for 
excelling through this programme. It was named the best 
province in the roll-out of Farmworker Assistance Programme 
at the recent Govan Mbeki Awards Campaign.

Talking to the beneficiaries, government leaders urged 
community members to take care of each other, especially 
the most vulnerable. Provincial Police Commissioner, Lt. 
General Bethwell Zuma Mondli warned that, “People will 
always take advantage of the defenseless and we call on 
all members of society to protect one another and stay 
safe”.   Local Mayor, Clr congratulated the beneficiaries 
and commended efforts by the provincial government. He 
acknowledged the delivery of schools, houses, and water 
by various departments towards the betterment of people’s 
lives. The 16 Days Campaign aims at raising awareness to 
communities against women and children abuse.

BENEFITTED: Ms Nomusa Gumbi with her kids in their new house.

The Department of Human Settlements mainly deals with 
settling people permanently however on the other side it 
partly supply with social housing. This system of housing 
is rental; it creates short term accommodation for people 
who are unable to access homeownership or those who 
are working far from their homes. 

The system is managed by accredited Social Housing 
Institutions, which are provided grant by the National 
Department of Human Settlements through Social Housing 
Regulatory Authority as defined by the Social Housing Act 
16 of 2008. 

Steve Tshwete Housing Association located in Middelburg 
is plays a huge role in housing beneficiaries with temporary 
accommodation in the Steve Tshwete Municipality. The 
establishment of the housing association has been 
motivated by a huge demand for housing in the area. 
Previously workers were provided accommodation 
in mining areas however lately things have changed 
and those who are working away from their homes are 
left without accommodation. The association exist in 
economic, social and political climate as any other 
business.

 The housing association has 501 residential units in Hope 
City, 189 units and 31 Business in Chromeville.  The first 
phase is made up of 100 simplex units, 350 walk-up units 
and 51 market related units. The average sizes of the 
units are least 48m2. 

The housing association provides about 90% of its rental 
accommodation to beneficiaries within the subsidy bracket 
of the Department of Human Settlements. The remaining 
10% of its stock is allocated to the non-subsidised market, 
merely for the purpose of supplementing its operational 
rental revenues.

“As per the audited financial report the Steve Tshwete 
Housing Association shows a stable financial position , 
its current assets fairly outweigh the current liabilities 
It has managed to maintain 95% rental collection rate 
due to extensive strict policy control and management” 
pronounced Mr Ntuli the CEO of Steve Tshwete Housing 
Association.
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MEC Speedy Mashilo expressed his 
concern at the scattering of informal 
settlements in the province and told his 
first MUNMEC meeting that this was 
becoming a problematic matter that 
should be dealt with before it hindered 
the Department’s plans to settle 
beneficiaries at properly serviced sites.

Mashilo met with various councillors 
and mayors from across the province at 
Ehlanzeni District Municipality to discuss 
issues pertaining to the mushrooming 
of informal settlements, the availability 
of land and proper planning as well 
as formulating a practical beneficiary 
list which will incorporate the rightful 
beneficiaries for the Department to 

accommodate. “Informal settlements 
are a huge problem. Our mandate as 
a Department is not limited to building 
houses but to also put in place proper 
infrastructure, water, accessible roads and 
the sewer systems. However, when people 
decide to invade the space such services 
are difficult to install,” highlighted Mashilo.

He further questioned with dismay the 
method in which beneficiaries where 
identified in order to receive the government 
low cost houses (RDP’s) saying that it 
seems not to be serving the purpose for 
which it was meant to achieve.  He said that 
it is so embarrassing that in this 22 years 
of democracy there are still elderly people 
living without decent houses and that 

many of the beneficiaries today are young 
people who in the main, do not qualify for 
the houses. “We have the orphaned and 
people living with disabilities and those are 
understandable – but it is disappointing 
when the middle income earners who 
are capable to build or buy houses for 
themselves being found in the same 
queue asking of RDP’s,” worried Mashilo. 

He however mentioned that the 
availability of land must be arranged to 
benefit such people who did not qualify for 
government’s low cost houses. He added, 
“We need to avoid situations such as the 
renting out of these government houses 
by people whom we thought needed 
them whereas they didn’t, instead they 
are using them as an income generating 
scheme.” Emakhazeni Local Municipality 
Executive Mayor, Cllr Thomas Ngwenya 
called for municipalities to develop and 
enforce municipal by-laws to ensure 
that informal settlements are dealt with 
every time they are being erected. 

Mashilo concluded that municipalities 
must play a role in identifying land and 
also ensure that areas are proclaimed 
for the Department to fast-track the 
issuing of title deeds to the beneficiaries. 
He then pleaded with all MMC’s and 
councillors to come on board and close 
all the grey areas on local government 
level in cooperation with the Department 
in order to achieve its mandate.

INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS HINDER RURAL PROGRESS 

NEW DIRECTION: MEC Speedy Mashilo addressing a MunMEC Meeting at Ehlanzeni District Municipality.

BENEFICIARIES MUST BE HANDS-ON TO MONITOR GOOD PROGRESS – MASHILO

Human Settlements MEC Speedy 
Mashilo told a gathering in Amsterdam 
early this month that he’s keen to 
seeing beneficiaries being afforded 
with the opportunity to participate in 
the building processes of their houses.

Mashilo said that this will help in 
expanding job opportunities in the 
province as well as ensuring that 
contractors are not delivering on 

shoddy work since the beneficiary 
shall be involved hands-on in the 
building of the house.He this at the 
time he was attending the gathering 
to respond to petitions raised in the 
Mkhonto Local Municipality regarding 
housing needs in the area as he was 
tasked by the Provincial legislature 
following this year’s Taking Legislature 
to the People (TLP) campaign 
which took a week in the area.

“There is a Four-Wheel-Work System 
that I believe will assist us with some of 
the persistent challenges we have been 
facing as a Department. This will mean 
us working with the municipalities, 
contractors as well as our beneficiaries. 

If our beneficiaries are not fit for 
the job and, by some reason they 
cannot participate in the building 
processes, their unemployed 
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CUBANS TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL SUPPORT

ACCOUNTABLE : MEC Speedy Mashilo with HOD, Kebone Masange meeting with beneficiaries minutes before the official handover of houses in Standerton.

siblings should be brought on 
board,” explained MEC Mashilo.
He expressed his concern about 
people signing the ‘Happy Letters’ 
even though their houses were not 
complete and cited that by involving 
immediate beneficiary would not only 
assist the Department to maximize 
employment chances but to ensure 
that there won’t be any house that 
needs rectification in the later stage. 

In his responses to the petitions, 
the MEC however, slammed down 
inexorable activities of illegal 
allocations of Government’s Low 
Cost houses by contractors and 
some government officials to non-
qualifying beneficiaries which has 
become rife in the Mkhonto and 
Gert Sibande District Municipality. 

“I cannot allow for such imprudent 
tendencies to develop in the 
Department. Whosoever is found to be 
occupying the house in a manner that is 
illegal will be evicted. The Department 
is guided by policies that are clear 
with a mandate that is explicable to 
everyone and as a result, it doesn’t 
make mention of illegal occupation as 
a legitimate practice,” warned Mashilo.

He was responding to the petition 
regarding Mr John Sibande who passed 
on without knowing that his house was 
already out and that someone was 
occupying it. Mashilo said, “I don’t 
think there is anyone in their right mind 
who can claim ownership of a house 
they do not have legal documents for. 
We will evict them to stop this rot.” 
Other petitions for cracked RDP 

houses were also submitted and 
the MEC spoke in conviction that 
since the Department was no longer 
offering the rectification programme 
to attend to such he had however, 
sourced help from his contractors 
to assist him in this regard. 

“I spoke to them and they will help 
rectify these cracks before the end of 
next month, and of course they are 
not doing this at the expense of the 
Department but as part of their campaign 
to plough back to the communities,” 
he concluded. Chairperson for the 
Session Ms Jeaneth Ngondzweni 
commended the Department for 
the swift response to the petitions 
and advised that the Department 
should also involve the police where 
illegal activities are suspected.
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Scores of excited government low cost houses’ 
beneficiaries from four municipalities received 
their title deeds in Klarinet, eMalahleni Local 
Municipality in Mpumalanga, when the 
Department of Human Settlements handed 
over about 1400 of these legal documents to 
ensure security of tenure to its beneficiaries. 
The newly established township Klarinet and 
many other mega projects forms part of the 
Department’s integrated sustainable human 
settlements projects to restrain informal 
settlements in the province as it encompasses 
services such as bulk water system, serviced 
land, electricity, accessible roads and proper 
social amenities for the community. 

One of the excited beneficiaries, Ms Olivia 
Mokgope (55) told government of how 
gruesome the conditions were during her stay 
in Spring Valley – an informal settlements 
at the municipality. “It is not nice to live in a 
shack. We had no electricity and depended a 

lot on our paraffin stove which was something 
very dangerous to leave the kids with. I am 
excited today to own this beautiful house. It 
never crossed my mind that I will get it so 
soon, I’m grateful for what government has 
done for me,” said Mokgope as she recounted 
of her past. 

eMalahleni Executive Mayor, Cllr Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali handed over the title deeds on 
behalf of MEC Speedy Mashilo. She reminded 
the recipients not to sell their houses looking 
to make quick cash because it was illegal to do 
and that they would not be able to get another 
house. “I know that all the beneficiaries have 
an eight year primitive right which permits 
them to sell their houses after the lapsing 
period. But you should know that you received 
it because government realized that you were 
in need, not that you must sell it. Please take 
care of your property and raise your children 
in a decent place,” warned Ntshalintshali.

The issuing of title deeds is to facilitate the 
registration of property in the names of housing 
beneficiaries, and ensures the provision of 
security of tenure for housing beneficiaries. 
“These important documents ensure that the 
lives of beneficiaries are continuously and 
economically improved through guarantees”, 
charged Nkangala District Municipality 
Executive Mayor, Clr Linah Malatjie. 

Property ownership compels owners to 
pay municipal rates and services therefore 
improving municipal financial viability and 
economic sustainability. The Department has 
issued nearly 6000 title deeds last financial 
year and has planned to process 15 000 
during the 2016/17 financial year. The title 
deeds recipients came from the four local 
municipalities of eMalahleni, Steve Tshwete, 
Emakhazeni and Victor Khanye.

RDPs ARE NOT FOR SALE - GOVERNMENT WARNS

SECURITY OF TENURE: Nkangala District Municipality Executive Mayor, Cllr Linah Malatji hands over a title deed to Ms Olivia Mokgope (middle)  joined by eMalahleni 
Executive Mayor Lindiwe Ntshalintshali.
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Mpumalanga MEC for Human 
Settlements Mr Speedy Mashilo made a 
rapid response to intervene to calm down 
an enraged crowd of farm dwellers who 
alleged to live under atrocious conditions 
in the Vlaklagte farm, at Steve Tshwete 
Local Municipality. This follows the recent 
much publicized gruesome incident of 
farm owners who beat and tortured a 
resident before putting him in a coffin in 
Middelburg.

The incident that has captured the 
attention of the country after having been 
circulated in various social networks as 
left the community and family members 
of the victim furious and seeking justice. 
Despite telling the community that it 
was a taboo what had happened to the 
tortured resident, MEC Mashilo told 
the community to allow the law to take 
its course and never interfere with its 
processes. “It is important to know that 
South Africa belongs to everyone who 

work and lives in it. What had happened is 
embarrassing and cannot be encouraged 
in our societies. It is apparent that a lot has 
been happening here and people were 
too shy to come out. You need to speak 
out against any form of abuse meted out 
to you without fear or favour,” cautioned 
Mashilo. Premier David Mabuza recently 
received a report from a commission 
that investigated the conditions of farm 
dwellers in the province, which established 
that there’s appalling conditions which 
need government and other stakeholder 
to urgently attended to.

MEC opened up a discussion affording 
the community to submit their petitions 
regarding their living conditions. It was 
discovered that besides being abused 
daily by their farm bosses, they did not 
have water and proper housing structures. 
“We have submitted our land claim but to 
this day nothing has been forth coming. 
We request our provincial government to 

help us reclaim our land so that we can 
leave peacefully without the fear to be 
kicked out,” said the community Headman 
Mr Alpheus Mpinga. 

Mpinga mentioned that it is a terrifying 
experience to live in the farms during rainy 
and storm days due to the dilapidated 
houses they sleep in. “For the past few 
weeks it has been raining a lot. It was 
bad because we could see roofs from 
corrugated iron flying all over the area 
which posed danger to the residents 
of this area.” Mashilo confirmed that 
the Department has built houses in the 
nearby farms and committed to allocate 
them to the needy including the Vlaklagte 
residents soon. He said, “My officials will 
enlist your names down and after we had 
confirmed with the qualifying we should 
be in a position to allocate those houses 
to you.”

MEC MASHILO INTERVENES TO TORTURED FARM DWELLERS

HELP: Farm dwellers in Bethal attending a meeting to assess their living conditions.
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A number of dignitaries, government 
officials and community members 
showed their support to orphans 
and disadvantaged women in the 
eMalahleni Municipality when they 
joined in together with the MEC 
for Human Settlements Mr Speedy 
Mashilo to commemorate the 16 
Days of Activism for Violence against 
Women and Children Campaign.

Support was shown by the 
department in association with the 
Greater eMalahleni Youth Forum 
trough a handover of two houses 
and construction of one house. 
Three houses were handed over at 
Hlalanikahle Extension 1& 2. The 
units are part of the Integrated Rural 
Development Programme allocated 
with 500 units for beneficiaries from 
Phola, KwaGuqa and Hlalanikahle. 

In order to help shine a light in one 
household within the community the 
Greater eMalahleni Youth Forum 
identified an underprivileged family 
which was in dire need of house. 

The house which is a bigger square 
meter than the normal low cost units 
the department build was still under 
construction when MEC Speedy 
visited the family. 

The house belongs to an unemployed 
42 year old Ms Monica Lolo Sello who 
lives with her 5 children and survives 
on her three young kids’ social grant. 
“My entire life I’ve never receive 
anything beautiful this is the first time 
something amazing happens to me. 
We lived in a one room shack with 
my children forever and as a single 
parent life has never been fair to me. 
I am so grateful for the government 
and the youth forum has done to me 
and my kids” responded Ms Sello 
with teary eyes.

The picture of every corner of 
Hlalanikahle is dreadful, as one turn 
a site there is a group of young males 
puffing or injecting Nyaope. This 
situation brings tragedy to women 
in the area, because that is all they 
lament about. They call for a greater 

awareness around this relevant 
concern. Ms Elizabeth Shabangu 
who was handed over a house is 
amongst the mothers who cry foul 
about her two sons who are addicts 
and constantly abuse her.

MEC Mashilo advised the Nkosi child 
headed household to demolish the 
shack they used to live in after they 
were handed over a fully furnished 
low cost house. He recommended 
they erect a vegetable garden and 
use their bath water for irrigation. 
“Backyard shacks decreases the 
value of the house and lead to illegal 
electricity connections given that 
many of the dwellers in backyards 
are illegal occupants. Government is 
unable to supply them with enough 
water and electricity. This is the 
reason the municipality is reducing 
the size of stands because it is doing 
its best to eliminate the mushrooming 
of backyard shacks pronounced MEC 
Speed Mashilo during his address at 
the  main event. 

STAKEHOLDER JOIN HANDS TO SUPPORT THE DESTITUTE

RELIEF: One of the needy families receive food parcels from MEC Speedy Mashilo and eMalahleni Executive Mayor Lindiwe Ntshalintshali.


